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PREFACE

T is deplorable that the study of Karaitism had not
received by a great number of our scholars its due
attention. It seems that other epochs and events in Jewish
history were more attractive to the Jewish research mind
than the struggle between the Karaites and Rabbaunites,
which had its inception in Babylonia in the middle of the
Eighth Century, and continued for many centuries after.

The polemic literature inherited by us from our Rabbis
of old, as well as from the Karaite writers, is of no value
at all in this investigation.

The research work that has been made in this somehow
neglected field by the author, has had as its main object
the juxtaposition of the Karaite Halakah with that of the
Rabbis, in order to determine to what extent they differ.
A complementary concern has been the origin of the
Karaites. This vexing problem, with its uncertainty, found
itself in the main body of our research, and an endeavor
has been madec to clarify it.

With this in mind, I present this volume to the interested
reader.

As a rule I have transliterated the titles of Hebrew
books in English characters. ‘Only in a few instances I
have made an exception and gave the titles in Hebrew
letters. I have done this in order that the reader shall
have before his eyes the spelling (and meaning) of the
Hebrew texts and so that they should not be mistaken.
For example, the title of the volume Masot Benjamin
should be understood as the visions of Benjamin  mxen
and not as the travels of Benjamin myon

Z. C.
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INTRODUCTION

The history of the Karaites, the protracted struggle
between them and Rabbinic Jewry, and the why and
wherefore of their becoming the castaways of the Jewish
community, is deplorably erroneous. The Jewish histo-
rians, Yost, Graetz and others, have mistakenly re-
corded it as a fact that Anan, in 762, founded the Karaite
sect; and also that the quarrel between him and the Rab-
banites had its origin in his refusal to recognize the author-
ity of Tradition, of the Oral Law as embodied in the
Talmud. Both of these assertions are entirely erroneous.
Anan was not the founder of the Karaite sect, and could
not have been, because we know that there were Karaites
before his day. Anan was, however, the founder of one
particular faction within the Karaite group, a faction
whose members became his followers, and, hence, were
named “Ananites” after him. This becomes particularly
evident to one who has carefully studied the history of
the Karaite movement either from the Rabbinic or the
Karaite sources. It is but necessary to cite one instance
here as proof of my assertion. R. Levi Halevi, in his
Sefer Ha-mitzvot, writes as follows: “And there is in
the (matter of) fasts a difference between the Rabbanites
and the Karaites ,and in others, between the Karaites and
the Ananites. As to the origin of the quarrel, it is of
the utmost importance to say that the Karaitic Halakah,
the real bone of contention between the Karaites and
the Rabbanites in its assumed opposition to the Rab-
binic Halakah, has so far not been subjected to a
thorough going and comprehensive study. The Sefer
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Ha-mitzvot of Anan, of which two different fragments
are now in existence, the copy published by Harkavy
in 1903, and the one published by Schechter in 1910,
have not as yet received any careful study, nor have
they been compared with the body of our own Halakah.
All the material that we have on the subject is of scant
nature. This is a serious blow to the one who essays to
write on the Karaites, because, the Halakah having been'
the main cause of their contention with the Rabbanites,
an exhaustive study of the Karaite Halakah would have
amply proved that there was not such a wide diversity
between the two as had been commonly supposed if one
is to judge solely from the din and clamor evoked by this
controversy in both the Rabbinic as well as the Karaitic
camps. ’

In the course of my study of the Karaite Halakah, I
noted certain features that are of utmost importance to
the history of the Karaites, namely: that at all periods
of their history they made an earnest attempt to narrow
the gulf separating them from the Talmudists, and also,
that the rift between the two camps was not at all as
wide during the earlier stages of the battle.

According to the accepted Jewish belief, Anan was the
first to make a bold attack upon the Rabbis, and their
teaching, and to have been the creator of much original
matter in the realm of the Halakah. Yet Kirkisani, one
of his most faithful adberents who proclaims that “Anan
had discovered the entire truth in matters of faith” writes
as follows on the subject: “the Rosh Yeshivah Hai (refer-
ring to Rab Hai ben David, who lived at Bagdad and
engaged in protracted disputes with the Karaites), and
his father David translated the Sefer Ha-mitzvot of
Anan from the Aramaic into Hebrew (Yosef Haro’eh in
his Kitab Al-Astabzar, who also quotes these passages of
Kirkisani, asserts, that it was translated from the Aramaic
into Arabic ,and it is possible that his reading is the correct



